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· Overview: The purpose of this class is for participants to become familiar with alternate plumaged (breeding) adult males of each species as well as go over song identification. While female identification will be mentioned to some extent, female plumages can be a class to itself. The same is the case for basic (non-breeding) plumaged birds.

· Class presentations will include photos of all eastern NA species of wood warblers as well as song (and calls where appropriate) playback of songs.

· Field trips will be visiting as many sites breeding habitats as possible. Note. It is unknown what effect the disastrous flash flooding, habitat destruction, and land slides associated with Hurricane Helene, will have on the breeding of species of wood warblers that breed in the Southern Appalachians, but other species as well. Consequently, this class will hopefully provide a brief window on negative impacts of the storm.

· The class will include discussions of species whose songs sound similar as well as examining song variation exhibited by many species.

· For those who are not familiar with “citizen science” apps such as eBird and Inaturalist, the instructor will provide a summary and emphasize points often missed by users of these two websites.

· Recommended sight or sound field guides. In recent years, there have been a host of identification sight or sound field guides on bird identification that have become available, including David Sibley, National Geographic, Kenn Kaufman, Peterson, and other field guides. For general identification, I personally prefer The Stokes Field Guide to the Birds of North America by Donald & Lillian Stokes (2010)- this is an excellent photographic that provides information on different plumages of adults and young, a discussion on how to distinguish from other species, recognized subspecies, range maps, etc.  Another recommended general guide is Field Guide to the Birds of North America by Ted Floyd which includes a DVD of songs of 138 species and includes many stunning photographs. There has also been a host of field guides to groups of birds like gulls, shorebirds, hummingbirds, sparrows, raptors, etc. I similar fashion I recommend one done specifically on wood warblers: The Warbler Guide by Tom Stephenson and Scott Whittle (2013) which includes photographs of all plumages and a sonagram analysis of each species song.

· I will spend some time on general ecology of wood warblers, especially those that are extinct (Bachman’s Warbler), or rare and endangered species (e.g. Kirtland’s Warbler); and threats to many of the species.

· Because this is a new class at HBS, I welcome suggestions and input on how the class will better fit the needs of the participants.

· Instructor’s interests: while I started out on birds, over the years my naturalist instincts led me to study plants (especially grasses and sedges), dragonflies, butterflies, and other wildlife. I teach Grasses of the Southern Appalachians here at Highlands (I will teach that class immediately following this one). I enjoy plant and wildlife photography; morel and deer hunting; trout fishing; and puns so come prepared to be bored by a few. I have an intense interest in endangered species of the world and it was the main emphasis of a 28-year career with the Fish and Wildlife Service where I served as an Endangered Species Coordinator for the agency in Missouri.

